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Return Again: A Prayer for Israel
and Humanity

Erev tov and Shanna Tovah, good evening and a good new
year everyone!

At the onset of the new Jewish year, Shanah Chadasha, one
recurring thought keeps rising to the surface for me—
especially as I reflect on politics, Israel, and the complex
conversations surrounding them.

It’s this: we, as human beings, often fall into the trap of
speaking in extremes and absolutes. And perhaps more
dangerously, we do this most when we lose sight of—or lose
trust in—the one whose side we’ve always tried to be on.

Yes, we have the model of Hille] and Shammai—an example
of respectful disagreement, of recognizing the "other," of
seeking common ground. But lately, those messages seem
to ring hollow to me, or at least they're not being heard the
way they once were.

And I find myself unable to stay silent anymore.

I'm beginning to ask: how do we, as a congregation,
respond to the news? How do we name and resist the real
dangers of speaking in absolutes—of turning passionate
belief into rigid judgment—without silencing truth or
dismissing pain?



On July 27, the Reform movement voiced deep concern over
the worsening humanitarian crisis in Gaza, nearly two years
into the ongoing war between Israel and Hamas.

While Hamas continues to jeopardize Palestinian lives and
pursue Israel’s destruction, our movement insists that Israel
must not abandon its moral principles. Military escalation
and restrictions on humanitarian aid have not succeeded in
returning the hostages or ending the conflict.

Our movement welcomed Israel’s recent steps to expand
humanitarian aid—such as airdrops and the opening of
designated corridors—but stressed that these efforts are not
enough.

The suffering of civilians, especially widespread hunger,
must not be ignored or excused, even in the face of Hamas’s

culpability.

Jewish values compel us to feed the hungry and protect
human life, regardless of circumstance: The Book of
Proverbs chapter 25 verse 21 clearly states, “If your enemy is
hungry, give him food to eat. If he is thirsty, give him water
to drink.”

The Reform Movement’s statement strongly condemned
inflammatory rhetoric from some Israeli officials
advocating for the destruction or depopulation of Gaza,
calling such language a betrayal of Jewish ethics and the
founding principles of the State of Israel.


















